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МЕЖДУНАРОДНАЯ АССОЦИАЦИЯ ТЮРЕМНОГО СЛУЖЕНИЯ
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PRESS RELEASE

Representatives of the Prison Fellowship associations in the Baltic countries – Estonia, Latvia, and Lithuania, as well as a representative of the European Office of Prison Fellowship International, gathered in Vilnius June 28-29, 2010 for a meeting dedicated to reducing recidivism and to crime prevention measures.

The participants noted the achievements in the three Baltic countries in this area and especially the functioning of post-penitentiary rehabilitation centres of different types.

At the same time, it was noted, that the situation requires the establishment of a nationwide networks of rehabilitation centres in a major effort of government and civil society cooperation. The tested and working models of PF Estonia, PF Latvia and PF Lithuania have proved, that only complex programmes providing shelter, moral and ethical foundation to the person, and professional help in vocational training,  and in eliminating the dependencies, could produce change in personality, and law-abiding behaviour. 
The nationwide network of centres will require serious investments and redirection to it of some of the European Union funds for the new members of the EU.

It was decided to convene a conference on these issues next year, as they  are of great interest in strengthening domestic security, containing the export of crime to other EU areas, and saving considerable funds in the national budgets of the three Baltic countries and the other new members of the EU.
AVO UPRUS – Founder and Board Chairman of PF Estonia

JONAS STASHINSKAS – Founder and Director of PF Lithuania

MILDA BLIUMENZONIENE – Board Chair, PF Lithuania, Director of Kofoed’s School, Vilnius, Lithuania

YURI KAPUSTIN – President, NGO “Integration for Society”, Board Member, PF Latvia

DAGNIJA BERZINA- Judge, Member of PF Latvia, Assistant to the President, NGO “Integration for Society”.
IVAN SOTIROV- Director, Partnerships, PFI European Office, Switzerland 
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PFI/ FIP-- ONG bénéficiant d’un  statut consultatif spécial auprès du Conseil Économique et Social de l’ONU (ECOSOC)


