
Ladies and gentlemen, 
 
an eye for an eye and a tooth for a tooth. 
 
This ancient concept of justice has been handed down from the very beginnings of 
our civilization; and who among us today can honestly claim to have never felt justice 
to be best served through vengeance? 
 
It is unnecessary to journey deep into history and past traditions – did we not watch 
last year’s story surrounding Ameneh Bahrami unfold, that young Iranian woman 
who was left blinded and horribly disfigured when a spurned suitor sprayed acid into 
her face? Having lost the last chance of saving her one remaining eye by the state’s 
refusal to grant her adequate financial assistance, she was instead given the 
opportunity by the Iranian justice system to pay her tormentor back in kind. The 
court’s verdict granted her the right to destroy her attacker’s eyes with drops of acid.  
Having read about the woman’s suffering and seen her mutilated face I cannot deny 
having felt a certain satisfaction when I heard about the verdict. Why should a man 
who has committed such a heinous act not suffer the same in turn? 
 
Despite our human urge to see such crimes avenged- do we really help the victim by 
making her (or him) a perpetrator? It is a well known fact that even gruesome and 
public punishments do little and less to prevent crime. This can be seen in Iran, 
where public executions have failed to protect the people from everyday violence. 
Instead, it has taught every Iranian child what a dying man looks like.  
 
We cannot accept this to be the kind of assistance to bestow upon victims. There are 
fundamental differences between vengeance and justice.  
Justice calls for the restitution of the victim as much, if not more so, than the 
punishment of the perpetrator.  
 
During my time as minister of justice we passed the Estonian Victims Support Act. 
That was the first law to deal with the rights of the victims, by which we created the 
legal basis to give victims the assistance they so urgently need. It is our aim to 
guarantee, that every single victim is provided with the individual help her or his case 
requires.  
Today, as minister of interior I am challenged to prevent victimization in the first 
place. True success is when we manage to prevent potential perpetrators from 
committing crimes and potential victims from becoming victims.   
 
It is a sad truth that many victims become perpetrators themselves. Those victims 
that we have abandoned in their suffering will turn away dismayed. We have to 
proactively intervene in this vicious circle, aid the victim overcome its trauma and 
feel accepted in our society. We also have to convince perpetrators that their past 
choices have been poor and not worth repeating. In this we will, however, only 
succeed if we can offer alternatives; if we can make the criminal understand the 
consequences of his or her actions.   
 
In these pursuits people like you, like Prof. Ivo Aertsen who I would like to welcome 
especially in this round of distinguished scholars, play a most vital role. And it is our – 
the politicians – task to take your ideas and make them reality.  
It is our combined task to strengthen our society when it is threatened; Restoration, 
as the name of this conference states, shall be our guiding principle.  



  
Ameneh Bahrami did not make use of her right to vengeance. When asked why she 
did not implement the verdict she replied: I pardoned him because it was my right. 
 
I wish us all a part of the courage, foresight and magnanimity that guides this young 
woman. With this I welcome you warmly to Tallinn and leave you to enjoy a hopefully 
successful and interesting conference. 


